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2014 State Report
Nature Explore Classrooms Help Victims
of Domestic Abuse Heal
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Nevada’s state trees are the Singleleaf Pinyon and
Bristlecone Pine (pictured).

Nevada State Statistics
Active Arbor Day Foundation Members
in Nevada: 3,935

Program in Nevada:
Tree City USA Communities: 10
Total population served: 1,312,820
Largest Tree City USA in Nevada:

Las Vegas, population 596,424
Smallest Tree City USA in Nevada:

Ely, population 4,066
Tree Line USA Utilities: 0
Tree Campus USA Colleges: 1
Certified Nature Explore Classrooms: 1

Nevada celebrates Arbor Day
on the last Friday in April.

hildren today spend less
time outdoors and are more
disconnected from nature than
ever before. Studies show increasing
rates of childhood obesity, diabetes,
and behavior challenges. Addressing
the problem is the growing Nature
Explore program, a collaborative project of the Arbor Day Foundation
and Dimensions Educational Research Foundation. Nature Explore
provides comprehensive, ﬁeld-tested resources to help educators,
administrators, and families make nature part of children’s daily lives.
Research shows that providing children with meaningful
opportunities to connect with nature supports a stronger sense of
self-esteem, lessens the impact of stress, and helps children cope
with adversity. Outdoor play also inspires children to play together
and collaborate while reducing anti-social behaviors such as violence
and bullying behaviors, which can be common among children who
have witnessed abuse. Perhaps the most important beneﬁt is the
opportunity to begin to heal through nature. Because of the need for
privacy and security, Nature Explore has agreed to keep the names
and locations of these domestic violence organizations conﬁdential.
To learn more about Nature Explore Classrooms, please visit
natureexplore.org/classrooms.

Residents Increase Neighborhood Safetyy
Through Trees
The Arbor Day Foundation’s
members are making a difference by
planting trees in their communities
across the country. Our 3,935 Nevada
members helped plant more than
33,847 trees across the state last year.
In Reno, Barrie Schuster has watched trees transform her
neighborhood.
“When I moved to the West of Wells neighborhood eight years ago,
it was a slum where you’d be mugged if you parked and walked down
the street,” Barrie said. “Now, homeowners are ﬁxing up their homes
and yards, and new families are moving into the neighborhood.”
Roots for Wells has fostered much of this renaissance. The goal
of this grassroots neighborhood organization is to bring residents
together for cleanup, property enhancement, and tree planting. To
date, 150 trees have been planted and more are planned.
“Trees have made a big impact through beautiﬁcation, but the
greatest impact has come from homeowners meeting each other
and working together,” Barrie said.
The annual tree planting is funded by a community pride grant
from the neighborhood advisory board with technical assistance
from the City of Reno Parks and Urban Forestry Division.
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Our State and National Forests are
National Treasures

F

rom coast to coast, they are more
than our national forests. They are
national treasures. They thrill us
with towering majesty and inspire us with
breathtaking beauty. They provide wood
for our homes, habitat for wildlife, clean
air, and drinking water for millions of us.
But, in recent years, record wildﬁre
seasons have destroyed millions of trees
in forests around the country. Many areas
have burned so severely that replanting
is necessary. Yet much of the U.S. Forest Service budget has been
diverted to simply ﬁghting these massive ﬁres, with much less
funding left for replanting. The Forest Service has identiﬁed a
backlog of more than 1 million acres of America’s national forests
that need to be replanted. And each year, with every wildﬁre,
storm, or insect epidemic, the backlog steadily increases.
Our forests are our future. And you can help protect them …
one tree at a time.

Tree Campus USA
The Tree Campus USA program recognizes college and
university campuses that:
• Effectively manage their campus trees.
• Develop connectivity with the community beyond campus borders
to foster healthy urban forests.
• Strive to engage their student population utilizing service
learning opportunities centered on campus and community
forestry efforts.
Colleges and universities can be recognized, just like the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, as Tree Campus USAs by
meeting ﬁve standards developed to promote healthy trees and student
involvement. By meeting the annual standards and being recognized
as a Tree Campus USA, the campus not only beneﬁts the environment
but instills pride in the students, faculty, and community.
Learn more about the Tree Campus USA program at
arborday.org/treecampususa.

Nevada Tree City USAs
Support, Enhance
Community Forestry
The Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree City
USA® program encourages, supports, and
strengthens effective urban and community
forestry programs in diverse communities
nationwide through recognition, education,
and publicity. From the humble beginning of
the program 38 years ago, it has grown to be
the leading community forestry recognition
program in the country, with more than 3,400
designated Tree City USAs across America.
Tree City USA is thriving in Nevada
because of the strong partnership between
the Arbor Day Foundation and the Nevada
Division of Forestry. Nevada boasts 10
certiﬁed Tree City USA communities.
Last year, Nevada Tree City USAs spent
a combined total of $3,826,748 on their
urban forestry budgets, beneﬁting the more
than 1.3 million Nevada residents who live
in those communities. The dedication of
Nevada’s urban and community foresters,
city ofﬁcials, and citizens to planting and
caring for trees in their cities and towns
helps increase energy savings, clean the air
and water, and beautify the entire state.

Contacts
For more information about programs offered by the Arbor Day Foundation and our work in Nevada,
please visit arborday.org or contact:
Member Services
Arbor Day Foundation
211 N. 12th St.
Lincoln, NE 68508
888-448-7337
Fax: 402-474-0820
info@arborday.org

David Prather
State Forester
Nevada Division of Forestry
2478 Fairview Drive
Carson City, NV 89701

David Howlett
Urban Forestry Coordinator
Nevada Division of Forestry
2478 Fairview Drive
Carson City, NV 89701

775-684-2503
Fax: 775-684-2570
dwprather@forestry.nv.gov

775-684-2506
Fax: 775-684-2571
dhowlett@forestry.nv.gov
70022805

