What Tree is That — and Why?

No matter where you live in the United States, trees are your neighbors. More than
747 million acres of forests grace our rural lands in the 50 states, and there are anotbher
70 million acres of trees within our urban areas. Even densely populated New York
City bas more than 5 million trees. Knowing the names of our green neighbors and the
JSeatures that make each unique can be personally satisfying and can belp build greater
appreciation for the many benefits trees provide.

The Arbor Day Foundation’s 159-page What Tree Is
That? field guide is one of the most colorfully illustrated
and easiest to use of many available guides to identification.

How to Use a Dichotomous Key

Whether it is the key in What Tree Is That? or another
publication, a dichotomous key is built on somewhat S R
the same principle that is behind binary calculators and
computer technology. Basically, there are always just two
choices: on or off. In the tree key, you are asked a question
about the unknown specimen and given two choices
(occasionally three or four). When you answer “yes” to one )
of the choices, it sends you to another page for another

decision or to a picture of the specimen in hand.
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an Eastem White Pine

HOW TO USE THIS KEY:

1. In each box there are two or more questions. Each yes
answer i followed by a GO TO direction which indicates
a page number and box identifier.

2. Read each question in the bos. Follow the direcrions by
the question most correctly answered yes, moving to the
page and box number indicared.

3. By repeating this process and rurning to the pages indi-
cated, the yes answer will direct you to the box that names
the tree. The color of the 2] box will match the color
of the tree’s box identifier. Compare the leaf drawing with
your leaf sample.
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1 you have some idea about the tree’s name, you may also look it up
i the index, which lists the page where each species is shown.
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Do you live west of the Rocky Mountains or in

the green shaded area of Canada or Alaska?

IN THIS ISSUE,

ALSO LEARN ABOUT:

e The terminology for
leaf identification

e The many helpful clues to
identification besides leaves

e What's inside a leaf and in the
soil under a tree

Are the leaves SIMPLE (one.
BLADE attached 0 a salk or
PETIOLER.
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Are the leaves COMPOUND

(more than one BLADE attached
0 single salk or PETIOLE)?
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Are the uniquely fan-shaped
Teaves mostly attached, in
clusters, t short, SPUR-like
branches? Itis a ginkgo.

Are the needles clustered in groups of 5
& | and the cones long with thin scales? It is
A\ | an eastern white pine.
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Are the needles §-18" (203457 cm)
Tong, cones (10" (15.2-25.4 cm) long?
Itis a longleaf pine.
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Does the tree bear cones and have
leaves that are needle-like? CLUE:

These trees are called CONIFERS (cone-
bearing) and most are EVERGREEN
(tree with needles or lewves that remain
alive and on the tree through the winter
Quid into the next growing season).
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Teaves that hog tho wig and are
scale-like or awl-shaped? CLUE:
These trees are called CONIFERS (one-
caring) and most are EVERGREEN.
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EASTERN \x/HITE DINE

Pinus strobus

The fabled tree
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