Growth Opportunity
Each year, the Arbor Day Foundation hosts the ‘Partners
in Community Forestry National Conference.’ This unique,
annual event now serves as a strategic gathering of leaders
across urban forestry’s many diverse groups who seek to
promote best practices in urban forest management. The
Partners Conference connects the many groups that impact
and support community trees by:
• promoting sustainable partnership models
• connecting many organizations that impact the health
of our community trees
• encouraging innovation in programs and projects
through traditional and non-traditional groups.
For current information, please visit arborday.org/pcf.
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S

ince 1976, Tree City USA has served as
a catalyst for community tree care. By
providing management guidelines, high
visibility and public recognition, Tree City USA
has helped communities nationwide take the right
steps toward stewardship of their tree resources.
But today there is an urgent need for even more
action on behalf of urban trees and for a more
sophisticated level of tree care. The Tree City USA
Growth Award program provides the next steps
by recognizing communities where tree care
programs have significantly improved, and by
encouraging growth and development in others.
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THE TREE CITY USA PROGRAM IS SPONSORED BY THE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
To download a Growth Award application and
learn more details about requirements, please visit
arborday.org/treecityUSA.
Other helpful information may be found at
arborday.org/bulletins. While there, check out
other pages at the sites that range from games and
member forums to information about approximately
200 tree species or cultivars. The site is also a helpful
source of publications, visual aids, and items to help
you promote Tree City USA in your community.

Published for the Friends of Tree City USA by

Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the U.S.
Forest Service and National Association of State
Foresters. To achieve the national recognition of being
named as a Tree City USA, a town or city must meet
four standards:
Standard 1: A Tree Board or Department
Standard 2: A Tree Care Ordinance
Standard 3: A Community Forestry Program with an 		
Annual Budget of at Least $2 Per Capita
Standard 4: An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation
Each recognized community receives a Tree City USA
flag, plaque, and community entrance signs. Towns and
cities of every size can qualify. Tree City USA application
forms are available from your state forester, the Arbor
Day Foundation at arborday.org/treecity or contact
your state forestry agency.
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“Effective tree care is an ongoing process of growth and
renewal — a program of planting and care that continues
through the years. Tree City USA provides a solid foundation for
that process. But community leaders realize there is also a need
today to do more and to do it better.” So said John Rosenow,
former chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation, when he
announced the new Tree City USA Growth Award in 1991.
The Foundation, in cooperation with the National Association of State Foresters and the U.S. Forest Service, created the
award program to recognize environmental improvement and
higher levels of tree care throughout America. Importantly,
the award is designed to do more than recognize achievement
beyond the four basic standards of Tree City USA. It is also
intended to communicate new ideas by showing community
leaders what can and should be done in a well-rounded community forestry program. In short, the criteria for receiving a
Tree City USA Growth Award provide an excellent checklist for
planning the future of any community’s forestry program.

The purpose behind Tree City USA Growth Awards is to encourage greater
effort on behalf of community forestry. In turn, communities enjoy the multiple
benefits provided by trees, have a healthier urban ecosystem, and are given
greater opportunitites for their residents to work together.

You are invited to join other Friends of Tree City USA
in developing the kind of expanded community forestry
program that will make your town or city a winner. In fact,
because the competition is only against your community’s
own previous record, there is no reason why a Growth Award
should not become an annual goal for your forestry department or tree board. Municipalities, counties and military bases
that have received the Growth Award ten different years have
the added distinction of being named a ‘Sterling Community.’
Award-winning communities receive attractive Growth
Award banners to add to their Tree City USA signs.

