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THE TREE CITY USA PROGRAM IS SPONSORED BY THE 
Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the U.S. 
Forest Service and National Association of State 
Foresters. To achieve the national recognition of being 
named as a Tree City USA, a town or city must meet four 
standards:

Standard 1:  A Tree Board or Department
Standard 2:  A Tree Care Ordinance
Standard 3:  A Community Forestry Program with an   
 Annual Budget of at Least $2 Per Capita
Standard 4: An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation

Each recognized community receives a Tree City USA 
flag, plaque, and community entrance signs. Towns and 
cities of every size can qualify. Tree City USA application 
forms are available from your state forester, the Arbor  
Day Foundation at arborday.org/treecity or contact 
your state forestry agency.

For a complete list of Tree City USA Bulletins,
visit arborday.org

A city forester instructs a volunteer group in the art and science of pruning 
young trees. Working with volunteers and other public groups is all in a day’s 
work for a city forester.

As communities spread into 
wooded areas, city foresters 
are presented with major 
new challenges. Just two of 
the issues are how to build 
without damaging trees, and 
landscaping to keep homes 
safe from wildfires.

The field of urban forestry is becoming increasingly so-
phisticated. Today, the city forester must be part sociologist to 
understand the many ethnic groups and other social divisions 
that exist within the city. The city forester must also be part 
political scientist in order to successfully navigate through the 
issues and personalities in the public arena. He or she must 
be skilled in financial management so that the necessary work 
can be done with ever-limited dollars. He or she must also be 
a psychologist to handle complaints and work well with resi-
dents who are often highly charged with emotions when trees 
are involved. And, of course, a knowledge of science and its 
application to urban forestry is essential.

Most of all, the urban forester of the future must be a 
persuasive communicator. Trees were once appreciated for 
their beauty and shade and were pretty much an easy “sell” 
based on that alone. However, as available space and public 
funds become scarcer, trees must compete based on their 
practical values. Thanks to computers and analytical appli-
cations such as the i-Tree suite of programs, the modern city 
forester can quantify the contribution of trees and show that 
trees are, in fact, investments that pay high dividends. These 
tools are part of the i-Tree suite of computer programs 
developed by the U.S. Forest Service and Davey Resource 
Group, in cooperation with the Arbor Day Foundation, the 
Society of Municipal Arborists, and the International Soci-
ety of Arboriculture. With the input of tree inventory data, 
the programs show — in dollars — how trees conserve 
energy, reduce air pollution, retain stormwater, add to real 
estate value and are otherwise an important part of a city’s 
infrastructure. The programs can even compare the costs 
of planting and maintenance with the benefits to show the 
cost-benefit ratio of the urban forest, and provide guidance 
for which species and tree sizes are most beneficial.

Finally, the forester of the future must be a visionary and 
look to the future rather than relying on the practices of 
yesterday. He or she must continually monitor research results 
and stay current with the exciting and ever-changing world of 
urban forestry.

T o some it sounds like a contradiction of terms, but 
many foresters do work in cities. Their work may not 
be as well known as that of their rural colleagues who 

protect and manage the nation’s timber resources. But urban 
foresters play a vital role in the health and future of some of 
America’s most important forests — the trees along our streets 
and in our parks and yards. City foresters are the unsung 
heroes who champion the green features of our country’s finest 
places to live. Citizens in communities of all sizes benefit when 
the services of a city forester are available.

Every citizen wants professional police protection, a high 
quality fire department and the best possible administra-
tors the city can offer. But how many people insist that the 
welfare of their community’s treasure of trees be entrusted to 
professional management?

One university study indicates that only 39 percent of our 
municipalities systematically care for their publicly owned 
trees, and fewer than 15 percent hire foresters.

The result is that many of our urban forests are in trou-
ble. Throughout America’s cities, more shade trees are dying 
than are being replaced. Scarce financial resources are being 
wasted on plantings that are doomed from the start, and 
life-extending practices such as pruning and disease control 
are neglected.

By contrast, communities that employ a professional to 
manage their trees are the big winners. In this issue we ex-
plore the role of city foresters and see why every citizen ben-
efits from the services of these dedicated men and women.
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