
Sequoia National Forest

Forest Overview
The Sequoia National Forest and Giant 

Sequoia National Monument in central California 
are named for the giant sequoia, the world’s 
largest tree. The landscape is spectacular 
with 38 groves of giant sequoia trees. Majestic 
granite monoliths, glacier-torn canyons, roaring 
whitewater, and lush meadows await discovery 
at the southern end of the Sierra Nevada. 
Elevations range from 1,000 feet in the foothills 
to peaks over 12,000 feet in the rugged high 
country, providing visitors with some of the most 
spectacular views of mountainous landscape in 
the entire west.

The Sequoia National Forest contains a large 
number of unique ecological communities which 
include many endemic wildlife species dependent 
on mature forest habitat such as pacific fisher, 
spotted owls, and goshawk. Watershed restoration 
and protection is a major reason for rehabilitating 
these areas to a forested condition. Many forested 
acres burned by previous fires have converted 
to non- forested sites and invasive species. It 
is critical to establish conifer vegetation prior 
to complete site occupancy by these invasive 
species. The Sequoia National Forest recreation 
use is high and forested settings are critical 
for habitat protection, watershed protection 
and management, and providing recreation 
opportunities.

Planting in 2012 re-introduced more than 
130,000 new Jeffrey pine, sugar pine, and white 
fir trees where no viable seed source remained 
from the Piute Fire. The project was split between 
the Hume Lake and Kern River Ranger Districts. 
Due to the moderate to high elevation plantings, 
the crews had to wait for March and April 
snowpack to melt before trees could be delivered 
and planted. The project officially started the first 
week of May and the last of more than 1,000 acres 
was replanted the last week in May. Because of 
the great support from Arbor Day Foundation 
partners, this project was a huge success!
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