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* * * MEDIA ADVISORY * * *

THE ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION AND THE HOME DEPOT FOUNDATION TO PLANT 

20 TREES AT VAN ASSELT ELEMENTARY AS PART OF NATIONAL 
“TREES FOR SUCCESS” PROGRAM
-- Van Asselt Elementary Was One of Only 16 Schools Nationwide Selected To Receive Trees --
WHAT:
Fourth grade students, teachers and volunteers from Van Asselt Elementary, associates from The Home Depot and members of the Seattle community are joining forces to plant 20 15-gallon trees at Van Asselt Elementary. The event is part of the Arbor Day Foundation and The Home Depot Foundation’s national “Trees for Success” tree planting program.

Van Asselt Elementary was selected among more than 215 schools and parks nationwide based on its need for trees, civic and local support, student involvement, plan for upkeep and location. For many years, Van Asselt Elementary has shown a commitment to finding creative ways to bring the the outdoors indoors for their students. The Pacific Science Center has partnered with the fourth grade classes at Van Asselt for more than six years to bring interactive, science-based education into their classrooms that teach students about the local watershed and other facets of the environment.
WHO:
50+ Van Asselt Elementary student and community volunteers 


25+ The Home Depot associate volunteers


WHERE:
Van Asselt Elementary


7201 Beacon Ave. South

Seattle, WA 98108
WHEN:
Thursday, May 15, 2008

9 to 9:15 a.m. 

Dedication ceremony


9:15 to 9:30 a.m. 

Tree planting demonstration


9:30 to 11:45 a.m.

Volunteers plant, mulch and water trees
CONTACT:
For more information, please contact: 


Mandy Hunsicker



Kathryn Gallagher




Manning Selvage & Lee


The Home Depot Foundation


404-870-6815



714-940-3696

mandy.hunsicker@mslpr.com

kathryn_gallagher@homedepot.com
BACKGROUND:
About Trees for Success

The Arbor Day Foundation partnered with The Home Depot Foundation to plant more than 800 trees in schools and neighboring parks across the United States through a new program, called Trees for Success. Trees for Success engages students, volunteers from The Home Depot and local community partners to plant approximately 50 trees at each of the 16 schools selected across the country. Thousands of volunteers, schoolchildren and forestry professionals will gather on Thursday, May 15 to celebrate Trees for Success by planting 800 15-gallon, four-to-eight-foot tall trees.

In addition to planting trees, the foundations are working with educators to raise awareness among students, parents and public officials about the many benefits trees bring to the environment, communities, schools and individuals.
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