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* * * MEDIA ADVISORY * * *

THE ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION AND THE HOME DEPOT FOUNDATION TO PLANT 

35 TREES AT DREW & BETHUNE MIDDLE SCHOOLS AS PART OF NATIONAL 
“TREES FOR SUCCESS” PROGRAM
-- Drew & Bethune Middle Schools Were Two of Only 16 Schools Nationwide Selected To Receive Trees --
WHAT:
Students, teachers and volunteers from Drew & Bethune Middle Schools, associates from The Home Depot and members of the South L.A. community are joining forces to plant 35 15-gallon trees at neighboring Colonel Leon H. Washington and Mary Bethune Parks. The event is part of the Arbor Day Foundation and The Home Depot Foundation’s national “Trees for Success” tree planting program.

Drew & Bethune Middle Schools were selected among more than 215 schools and parks nationwide based on their need for trees, civic and local support, student involvement, plan for upkeep and location. In addition, students at Drew and Bethune face severe respiratory risks associated with the high levels of air toxins near the school - 25 percent higher than the risk faced by children in more affluent neighborhoods. These two schools lie in the center of the corridor formed by the 710 and 405 Freeways, the two main arteries linking Long Beach and Los Angeles, which have among the highest carbon emissions in the region. This disproportionate proximity to air toxins has become a major health issue at this school. 
WHO:
40+ Drew & Bethune Middle School student and community volunteers 


25+ The Home Depot associate volunteers


WHERE:
Colonel Leon H. Washington Park  

Mary Bethune Park                             


8909 South Maie Ave.                       
1244 East 61 Street                        


Los Angeles, CA 90002   


Los Angeles, CA 90001
WHEN:
Thursday, May 15, 2008

9 to 9:15 a.m. 

Dedication ceremony


9:15 to 9:30 a.m. 

Tree planting demonstration


9:30 to 11:45 a.m.

Volunteers plant, mulch and water trees
CONTACT:
For more information, please contact: 


Mandy Hunsicker



Kathryn Gallagher




Manning Selvage & Lee


The Home Depot Foundation


404-870-6815



714-940-3696 (work), 949-887-2268 (mobile)

mandy.hunsicker@mslpr.com

kathryn_gallagher@homedepot.com
BACKGROUND:
About Trees for Success

The Arbor Day Foundation partnered with The Home Depot Foundation to plant more than 800 trees in schools and neighboring parks across the United States through a new program, called Trees for Success. Trees for Success engages students, volunteers from The Home Depot and local community partners to plant approximately 50 trees at each of the 16 schools selected across the country. Thousands of volunteers, schoolchildren and forestry professionals will gather on Thursday, May 15 to celebrate Trees for Success by planting 800 15-gallon, four-to-eight-foot tall trees.

In addition to planting trees, the foundations are working with educators to raise awareness among students, parents and public officials about the many benefits trees bring to the environment, communities, schools and individuals.
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