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LOCAL VOLUNTEERS AND STUDENTS TEAM UP TO PLANT 100 LARGE TREES IN THE CITY OF MIAMI 
TO CELEBRATE FLORIDA’S STATE ARBOR DAY
Project Kicks Off 10-City Nationwide Campaign Led By The Home Depot Foundation and

 The National Arbor Day Foundation to Increase Awareness and Importance of City Trees
WHAT: 

More than 40 volunteers from The National Arbor Day Foundation, The Home Depot Foundation and the City of Miami along with 20 students from Citrus Grove Elementary and 25 students from Miami High School’s Youth Council will plant 100 large trees and give away hundreds of seedlings in the city of Miami to recognize Florida’s state Arbor Day.  The Arbor Day Celebration is aimed at increasing awareness of the vital role tree play as green infrastructure in our cities and in creating a healthy, livable community.  

Local Team Depot and community volunteers will work with expert arborists to plant large (4-8 ft.) native trees on the city blocks that surround Miami High School.  Adult volunteers and school children will learn how to properly plant, mulch and water the trees in order to facilitate long-term health.  Local supporters of the event include the National Football League, South Florida Super Bowl Host Committee, Florida Power & Light, and Citizens for a Better South Florida. 

Mayor Manny Diaz and the City of Miami will also be recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation for reaching Tree City USA® certified status.   



Strategically placed trees within an urban community can have a positive economic, social and environmental impact.  Trees make dollars and sense:

· Just three trees strategically placed around a home can decrease utility bills by 50% 

· Residential property values can increase 5 – 20% if trees are in the landscape

· Sales at businesses on tree-lined streets are up to 12% higher

· Crime rates decrease in areas with more greenery

· Children who have a view of greenery perform better in school

· Access to green spaces relieves the symptoms of ADD, resulting in better concentration 

· Access to green areas helps reduce stress and aggression in urban environments

· Each year, an acre of trees absorbs the amount of carbon produced by driving a car 26,000 miles

· Trees reduce the amount of water runoff from rain and clean the water that does run off, saving billions of dollars otherwise needed for storm water control and water treatment facilities

WHEN / WHERE: 
Friday, January 19, 2007



9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Best photo opportunity of tree planting

2445 W Flagler Street or the blocks directly north of Miami High School

10:30 a.m. 


Official Miami Arbor Day press conference







Miami High School on front lawn

2450 SW 1st Street 






Miami, Florida 33135
BACKGROUND: 
This tree-planting event is part of a nationwide 10-city campaign coordinated by The National Arbor Day 
Foundation and The Home Depot Foundation to increase awareness and demonstrate the benefits of community trees.  The Home Depot associate volunteers, conservation organizations and local school children will plant 1,000 large trees each 4-8 feet tall in 10 cities across the country, drawing attention to the important role urban trees play in creating healthy, livable communities.  Projects will take place in Miami (1/ 19), Atlanta (2/16), San Antonio (3/2), Portland (4/3), Baltimore (4/4), Denver (4/27), Detroit (4/27), Chicago (4/27), Sacramento (4/27) and Minneapolis (May 11).  For additional information, please visit www.homedepotfoundation.org/support_trees.html or www.arbordayfoundation.org/arborday.
###
Media/Photo Advisory





CONTACTS: 	Patty Lavelle			Caroline Counihan


	National Arbor Day Foundation	The Home Depot Foundation


	402.523.6403			770.384.2944


	plavelle@stewireless.com		caroline_counihan@homedepot.com
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