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Background and charge

Public works with an eye 
to watershed health

Applying green solutions 
to grey projects

Portland Bureau of Environmental Services
Working green for clean rivers



5 years (2008-2013)

$50 million

Grey to Green Initiative
Treating more stormwater where it falls

Green infrastructure 

Watershed health and 
community benefits

83,000 trees



Trees in the City
Challenges to planting in the urban forest

Right tree, right place

Maintenance and liability

Resource conflicts



Growing the Urban Forest 
Overcoming obstacles to planting

With these challenges in mind, 
how to begin getting trees 
planted?

1. Take advantage of capacity in 
existing groups

2. Focus on education and 
outreach

3. Get trees planted AND build 
capacity in the community for 
long-term stewardship.



Getting People to Yes with Trees 
A collaborative, education-based model

The strategy:

Develop new and strengthen 
existing partnerships

Develop new and expand 
existing outreach programs

Work collaboratively whenever 
possible to realize the greatest 
benefit


