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Here are some additional bulletins with information that can help your 
community make its trees more storm resistant or that can help with storm 
recovery and restoration. For a complete list of back    
issues, please visit arborday.org

Communities that meet 
the standards for a Tree City 
USA award are more likely 
to be prepared for storms 
than those that do not. Seek-
ing the next step – a Tree 
City USA Growth Award 
– can help even more. 

Here are examples of activities that can help you prepare for 
adverse weather events while at the same time earning points 
toward the ten needed to qualify for a Tree City USA for a 
Growth Award.

CATEGORY A: EDUCATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS

• A campaign to promote planting storm-resistant trees
• Publicity about tree care following a storm
• A workshop or mass media ads about proper pruning 

(including pruning for strong branch architecture and 
other storm-resistance techniques)

CATEGORY B: PARTNERSHIPS

• Creating a tree planting and/or stewardship group
• Establishing a formal working relationship with a  

utility or nonprofit tree organization
• Initiating or improving a cost-sharing program to  

encourage the planting of storm-resistant trees on  
private property

CATEGORY C: PLANNING & MANAGEMENT

• Completing a management plan or emergency plan
• Creating or updating a street tree inventory or conduct-

ing an ecosystem service analysis.
• Conducting the pre-storm stage for use in i-Tree Storm 

(a method of rapidly assessing the extent of damage 
and cleanup needs after a storm)

CATEGORY D: TREE PLANTING & MAINTENANCE

• Assessing tree risk and mitigating or removing  
hazard trees

• Street tree pruning
• Tree planting for restoration after a storm

T here are some things in life you 
can’t do anything about and the 
weather is one of them. When 

storms strike – and inevitably they 
do – trees suffer and can harm people 
and property. But much of the trouble 
can be avoided with some preemptive 
intervention.

Although we cannot prevent 
storms, there are ways to reduce the 
destruction they cause. In this bulletin, 
we look at some basic principles that 
can make trees more storm resistant. 
These guidelines can be applied to 
trees in the home landscape or to 
the entire urban forest. Importantly, 
they can save lives, reduce property 
damage, and increase services provided 
by healthy green canopies in our 
communities. Inaction is a poor option. 
Making our community trees more 
storm resistant should be a priority for 
all tree boards, community foresters, 
and residents with an interest in the 
future of our urban forests. 

One of the more subtle results 
from storms is that trees are lost 
and not replaced. As once observed 
by Charlotte Glen, a horticulture 
agent for North Carolina Cooperative 
Extension, “Property owners who have 
experienced (storm) damage in the 
past are tempted not to replace fallen 
trees due to fear that the same thing 
will happen again in future storms. 
As a result, tree populations in our 
coastal communities are dwindling, 
and we are losing the significant 
economic and environmental benefits 
trees bring to these communities.” 
This is undoubtedly true even beyond 
the coast and the trend needs to 
be reversed. If you are reading this 
bulletin, you can make the difference 
by planting trees and providing  
proper care.

Although storms cannot be prevented, steps 
can be taken in advance to reduce the chances 
of damage like this and to keep our community 
forests safe and productive.

FOR MORE INFORMATION…

For more information about the Tree City USA 
Growth Award, please visit arborday.org and enter 
Growth Awards in the search box. For quick links 
to more information about topics mentioned in this 
bulletin, go to arborday.org/bulletins and navigate 
to Bulletin No. 75.
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